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THE HISTORY OF THE ABBEY

ABBYE NOTRE-DAME
DE SENANQUE

Issue No. 001

23 June 1148

The valley of Senanque presents all the materials
needed for the construction as stone and wood. It's

isolated, with cultivable lands, pastures and

especially, a river: the Senancole. During the XlIth
century, the climate, fresh and rainy, was different

than nowadays: the river Sénancole was sufficient

ABBEY OF SENANQUE

WAS FOUNDED ON THE 9TH OF THE CALENDS OF
JULY 1148 (23RD JUNE)

The Abbey of Sénanque was founded on the 9th of
the Calends of July 1148 (23rd June) by a dozen of
Cistercians monks coming from the monastery of
Mazan, located in Ardeche. Our-Lady of Sénanque

for the needs of the founding monks. Witnesses of
that ancient strength, some remains are still visible at
several places of the valley. The name of the abbey is
probably linked to this river: coming from the latin
words sana aqua (pure water). According to the
Summa Cartae Caritatis, each new foundation has to
count twelve monks and one abbot, in order to

remind the Christ and the Apostles. The construction

was the fourth Cistercian abbey founded in

of the Abbey ended in the 1220’s, after more or less
after Le

Provence, Thoronet, Aiguebelle and

A : 60 years of works
Silvacane. The abbey belongs to a powerful monastic

order, hold by the aura of Saint Bernard.Though the
prayer is the centre of the life of the monk, a large
part of his time is dedicated to work. It is a way to
maintain the monastery and to obtain the livelihood

of the community.

A community of Cistercians

monks is currently living in the

Abbey of Sénanque, still

following the rule of Saint
Benedict.

Here in Sénanque we have several farming activities: lavandin growing, apiary, olive grove... The sale of products made from our essential oil of
lavandin, the gathering of our honey and our olive oil, and the monastic hospitality (for spiritual retreats) produce an income which allows the
restoration of the abbey. “When they live by the labor of their hands, as our fathers and the apostles did, then they are really monks”. Rule of St.

Benedict, ch.48

WCA



/,ﬂ y ence

<¥]
=
o
=
«
=
5]
7]

bloom during
early August.

are in full

late

fields

Lavender

to

June

from

typically




'
aadaa =

a519meitunuvanUnunssulsduiuan (Romanesque) lIBUIELARINNN @2DUINTInNaNnz Y09

unuarluedn dvilianunuvellivedeslunilan fie vsawuwaes nugnisessieagaumiii

91978 Faazuuasnsslugiggiou (aaniwned Ussuna yareiieuliquigy - Auiloudanny)
nanesdunniiavieidumenusaz duniduiauaunsndrdyuesglinalnsiesiiinviesfeatieuun
f1en1mkazldsuTy Yvinueeniiunig 4amiing McArthurGlen Designer Outlet Provence 18
= " v ¢ 1 < 4 Yy v s g o Y

anvualugflunadulnsiasd memsulivesUssmansuea gudsiudumuusuniuntuiszaulan

1A 100 Sr1uen TivulaidendeUduaungy nszid 599911 LazlATIUTEAUNNLUTUARIAIG 9

TuspfAvwuuieian ansiamaenial ussenievegudnisilasunmsesnuuuludladngdiu

U

B k) Qe
MCARTHURGLEN DESIGNER OUTLET PROVENCE



Insi9d Wimuganlusalas argau wagmunzunnisiauaudevdegrandanau andudivinu
a (| < 4 .
WWunnag iaadnwaslnsiaed (Aix-en-Provence)

A1 UIN1591915AT A ARAIAIT

(%4

NN : Mercure Beaumanoir // Novotel Aix en Provence Pont de U'Arc wisaszaulnatfgs

NYaIlNI8d — 1aedlea - eaunes - vdtnuyaRies uwad-un3

15A9 NO%D - uFlmsl - Buie — Al — vulansuusaiissniuy 1@ (B/L/D)

i UINT9 NS 4 1189919115 UR9 59U

dwiuiunneg fesanasslea (Valensole) Bnviadiondn 1 Adsogluuaiulniosd maneuld
vosUszmainaa defidoidedluvilanluiFesues yjaaiuned (Lavender Fields) (eaiauines
Uszanas Uanewdoudiquisy - sudeudanan) sunidlvggaanam Tiiuladunmanudseivla

AU IIUARTENATY

-

ST YAANIAV]




¢ " v P - g . : '/ .
a - s " — e ey :

IS E R S PN RE A .
(e ’ | e - ' Frd
.«' J e S PP S f £ 54 ,

‘ X , -~




a

PnUuhvIhueenAueg valtuyaRes uweed-un3 (Moustiers-Sainte-Marie) {Wuninuén 4 1
fyeidusluwAly Provence-Alpes-Cote d’Azur menauldvesuseimanSuea fsagiunatsiiinig

wagssIuwAguInan Indiuusian uwisne nesa Verdon Gorge Faduyuiwiiiaissuiianuviands

veaglsy

R U3N158IM15Na199U 4 AAAIANS

Uiueeniiuniag wasas nasa Verdon Gorge \unuwnanuwiaive)ianeaunas 8elng Nianums

wil9voeglsy yuwwisiiinannsiaigzyesuaiin Verdon River autiadundniiiu

o, & 5 Wy ’! . 2 A R 5 ? 3

(%

PADALLINIUTEUNN 25 AlAlms wazanuinnan 700 s unluudindddsnsnalaanssy fadu

v ea o 4 Ql' [} -QQIJ Yo | « 1 9 Y1 Y1 a o I
nanwainvilvianuueilasuaiendn “Grand Canyon wiisglsy” ivinuldgnenimqasiasud



' rges du Verdon), often called
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\-‘—experience the vastness and grandeur of the
s anybn étcetéhlng as far‘as the eye can see- AL
coolbreeze gently pgsses by, bringing a sense
of f'r\é?&ness and tranquility at the same time.
Thé. Soft Sound of flowing water from below
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Beyoncifc‘sgpturing stunning vigws fr:)m abave,
this ptu;ie is also @+ paradise for, outdoor
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